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The Great Ayton Community Archaeology Project researched and recorded information 
on landscape features and associated local history in the parishes of Great and Little Ayton. 
This information has been made available to a wider audience through public presentations 
and exhibitions, guided walks and publications. Welcome to this Website or DVD which has 
been built to hold the history of Great Ayton 
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http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ironstone/Ironstone-Mining.pdf
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVj0AbGDRGU&list=UUq7kjC0rlz353aFyaDMpvWg&index=73&feature=plcp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVj0AbGDRGU&list=UUq7kjC0rlz353aFyaDMpvWg&index=73&feature=plcp
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Who’s Who - The Great Ayton Community Archaeology Project 
 
The Great Ayton Community Archaeology Project began in 2001. At a public meeting, called by Dan O'Sullivan 
(author of 'Great Ayton, a history of the village'), it was agreed to set up two groups. The Great Ayton Photographic 
Archive, which would collect and record images of the village, and the Great Ayton Community Archaeology Project 
(GACAP), which would study the landscape within the parishes of Great Ayton and Little Ayton. 
Our first project, funded by the Local Heritage Initiative (LHI) and the Nationwide Building Society, ran from 2002 to 
2004. Among our achievements were the discovery of a Mesolithic habitation site on the banks of the River Leven, 
and surveys of the Cockshaw alum works, Aireyholme Farm, Roseberry Ironstone Mine and Langton Garage buildings 
in the village. Work began on the continuing research into the Second World War, and a book on the Lockheed 
Hudson crash on Easby Moor was published. 
We obtained another grant from LHI to carry out a second phase of landscape research, from 2004 to 2007. The 
major achievement of this phase was the publication of a book on Roseberry Topping, which sold out of the entire 
print run of 3000 copies. During the project, we ran number of guided walks and presentations, and a series of 
evening classes. Second World War research continued, with over 50 recorded interviews and Anglo-French research 
into a local hero, Squadron Leader Fidler. 
In our current project, called 'Ayton's Story', we are seeking to involve as many residents as possible in researching 
local history of the vilage itself. This is being funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, by the proceeds of our Roseberry 
Topping book, and with a contribution from North Yorkshire County Council. It is running from 2007 to 2011. 
 
Our members 
Our membership is very informal! We welcome everyone to our fortnightly meetings on Wednesday mornings in the 
Friends' Meeting House on High Green, but it is easy to take part in our activities without coming to these meetings. 
There is no formal membership, you are deemed to be a member by taking part! There are no subscriptions, but we 
ask for a 50p contribution at each Wednesday morning meeting. All our public presentations are free, but with a 
voluntary contribution towards the cost of refreshments. 
Perhaps inevitably, many of our original members had retired from full-time work. However our current project was 
designed so that people could take part at times convenient to themselves, and this has enabled many younger 
villagers to become involved. 
 
Constitution 
We do have a written constitution, and a short AGM at the start of each year. You can see our constitution at 
Constitution 
 
Officers 

• Chairman and founder: Dan O'Sullivan 
Dan is a retired history teacher, and the author of the standard history of the village. 

• Vice Chairman: David W Taylor 
David is a retired geology teacher, with a long experience of running adult courses in regional geography. 

• Treasurer: Mike Nash 
Mike is, appropriately, a retired bank manager. 

• Secretary: Ian Pearce 
Ian is a retired industrial manager. 

• IT expert: Mike Newton 
Mike is a retired IT consultant. 

 
Expert support 
Since our inception, we have worked under the guidance of Kevin Cale of Community Archaeology Ltd. Kevin has a 
family of similar Community Archaeology Projects across North Yorkshire. He has a website at 
www.communityarchaeology.co.uk 
The project is in partnership with the History group in the Arts and Media Department of Teesside University. 
 
Members’ Photographs & Information  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/who-s-who/GACAP-Members.pdf
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GACAP Constitution  
 
Great Ayton Community Archaeology Project 
REVISED CONSTITUTION 
 
The first Constitution was finally revised on 19 Oct 01 and formally adopted 24 Oct 01. 
Second Constitution drafted on 15 Jan 04, revised 3 Feb 04 and formally adopted at the AGM on 4 Feb 04. 
 
1 Aims 
The aim of the Great Ayton Community Archaeology Project is to investigate, record and disseminate information on 
landscape features and local history in the parishes of Great Ayton and Little Ayton. The records produced will be 
available to the public and should be of use in selecting sites for further study and in the general areas of local and 
family history, conservation and tourism. 
 
2 Formation 
The Great Ayton Community Archaeology Project (GACAP) Group was conceived in September 2001 after meetings 
initiated by Mr D O’Sullivan (the author of the standard local history of Great Ayton) and sponsored by the then 
Yorkshire Museums Council. The GACAP Group consists of local volunteers who have committed themselves to a 
programme of weekly activity days in order to progress the aims of the project. The Group has not registered as a 
charity. The Group is autonomous, but operates under the auspices of the local museum (Captain Cook Schoolroom 
Museum, Registered Charity Number 1097490) and the guidance of the North Yorkshire County Council Heritage 
Unit, and the Yorkshire Museums Libraries and Archives Council (YMLAC). 
 
3 Activities 
Group members of GACAP will meet the aims of the project by engaging in research, visual surveys, data analysis and 
recording, presentations of findings, and similar activities. Where appropriate they will employ professional services, 
subject to the availability of suitable funding. The Group will not venture onto any land, apart from roads, rights of 
way and areas with public access, without permission of the landowner/tenant. A significant part of the Group’s 
activities will be the stimulation of local interest in heritage through publications, public presentations, etc. 
 
4 Finance 
The Group will operate on a not-for-profit basis. Funding will be sought from appropriate national, regional or local 
funding bodies. Active members may contribute towards running costs through a weekly donation (currently 50p) 
and will make in-kind contributions in the form of their time and travel expenses. There is no annual membership 
subscription. Other income may result from the sale of publications of the Group’s findings. All net income will go 
towards meeting GACAP’s aims. 
 
A Treasurer will be appointed and will be part of the Committee. He/she will be responsible for managing the 
Group’s income and expenditure through the Group’s own dedicated Treasurer’s Bank Account. This account will 
only be accessed with the signature of the Treasurer and one other appointed Group member, generally one of the 
other Officers. If the Group builds up funds that are not expected to be required for the week-to week operations, a 
higher interest Savings Account may be opened. This would be governed by the same rules as the normal Treasurer’s 
Bank Account. Subsidiary bank account(s) may be used at the Committee’s discretion to keep some funds separate 
from the main funding stream (for example for publications). 
In addition to the above duties the Treasurer will: 
- Keep detailed records of all income and expenditure in addition to bank statements. 
- An inventory of the Group’s property. 
- Make all financial records available for inspection by active members at any time. 
- Arrange appropriate insurance to cover third parties, members and Group property. 
- Seek funding in support of the Group’s aims and objectives from appropriate sources. 
- Report to all Funding Sources in accordance with their requirements. 
 
The Group will adopt the calendar year as its accounting year April to March. Bank statements and details of income 
and expenditure will be available for review at all times. The Treasurer will report on the finances at the formal 
Annual General Meeting at the start of each calendar year, and the Chair, Secretary and Treasurer will sign to verify 
that the year’s accounts have been recorded accurately. 
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5 Dissolution 
GACAP may be dissolved with the concurrence of two thirds of the then current active members at a Special Meeting 
called for that purpose (proxy votes accepted). Before this, the Treasurer must discuss the situation with all 
organisations providing on-going funding to the Group. In the event of winding up or dissolution the liquidator shall 
first, according to the law, use the assets of the Group to satisfy its debts and liabilities. Any balance of assets must 
not be distributed among members of the Group, but will be transferred to the Captain Cook Schoolroom Museum. 
In the event of this institution having ceased to exist, any balance of assets will be transferred to a not-for-profit 
institution with objectives compatible with GACAP, or failing that they will be given for charitable purposes within 
the local community. The institution receiving such residual assets will be subject to a condition that it will maintain 
public access to archive material, records and other data. 
 
6 Group property 
The Group will own some items of property such as IT equipment, surveying tools, maps, etc. The Treasurer will 
maintain an inventory of all items and will take out insurance to cover their loss. In the event of dissolution of the 
Group, any property not sold to cover debts and liabilities can be donated to the institutions prescribed in the above 
section. 
 
7 Group Structure 
Membership of the Group is open to anyone who has an interest in the activities of the group, agrees with this 
constitution, and is generally prepared to commit the required time to take part in the group’s activities. Individuals 
will be deemed to be active members if they attend at least four Wednesday sessions (morning, afternoon or both). 
Members will cease to be considered “active” if they have not attended any Wednesday session for four months and 
have not contacted the group. 
 
Since the Group will normally meet once each week to progress its activities, matters will be discussed informally as 
they arise. There will be four officers: Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer. If necessary up to two of these 
functions may be carried out by the same person, subject to members’ agreement. 
Should one of the officers resign, the rest of the Group will be informed and a new appointment made. All the above 
officers have signed below to give their assurance that the GACAP Group will endeavour to maintain a professional 
and trustworthy approach to all its activities. 
 
8 Annual General Meeting 
There will be one formal Annual General Meeting (AGM) of active members at the start of each calendar year and 
not later than the last day of March. This AGM will normally be before the start of a normal Wednesday meeting, 
and active members will be given advance notice of the date of the AGM at a Wednesday meeting prior to the date 
of the AGM. The AGM will agree officers, review accounts, approve a report on the group’s activities for the past 
year, and carry out any other relevant business. There is no fixed term of appointment for officers. There is no 
requirement to issue a formal agenda, unless a majority of active members request this. Active members are free to 
raise other relevant issues at the AGM without prior notice being given. 
 
9 Group Membership Records 
A register of active members will be maintained by the Secretary, and will be available for public inspection. 
 
10 Intellectual property and ownership 
Any discovery, research outcome, or similar made by an individual as a direct result of the Group’s activities will be 
the intellectual property of the Group. Although it is not the policy of the Group to collect items, any such items will 
become the property of the Group. In the case of any significant discovery, outcome, item, etc. advice on how to 
proceed will be taken from the Yorkshire Museums Council and other similar authorities. 
 
11 Complaints and grievances 
The Group will adopt high standards of ethics and good manners, especially in any dealings with landowners and 
tenants. If any complaint arises it should be directed to the Chair. 
 
12 Changes to the Constitution 
Changes to the Constitution can only be made after full discussion with GACAP Group members and a resolution 
passed by a majority of active members at a meeting, providing that at least half of the active members on the 
Secretary’s list vote (proxy voting permissible). 
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13 Signed by the officers Chair: (Dan O’Sullivan) 
Vice Chair: Secretary and Treasurer:  
(David Taylor) (Ian Pearce) 
Date: 
Constitution prepared for and on behalf of the GACAP Group by Ian David Pearce. 
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Ayton's Story Project         Ian Pearce        February 2012 
 
The project 'Ayton's Story' seeks to explain why the village looks the way it does today, and something about the 
people who used to live here. 
 
In doing this, we tried to involve as many local people as we could, whether they were taking an active part in the 
research or coming to our many presentations. 
 
There are some extracts from the application to the Heritage Lottery Fund at HLF Application 
 
The project has an independent Audit Panel who reviewed progress every six months.  
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HLF Application  

Extracts from the Application to the Heritage Lottery Fund   Posted on this website 21 May 2009 
 
1 What the project will do 
This project is designed to encourage our local community to identify, look after and celebrate their heritage. This 
will be done by charting the development of the village, in terms of the buildings and the people living and working 
in them. By actively engaging residents in finding out about their local heritage, they will value this heritage more 
highly and be more likely to take action in future to protect it. 
 
2 Our organisation 
The Great Ayton Community Archaeology Project (GACAP) exists to research, record and disseminate information on 
landscape features and local history within the community. We meet every Wednesday for up to six hours, but many 
members contribute a great deal of time outside these regular meetings, in local heritage research, group 
organisation, and delivering presentations 
. 
3 How we know that there is a demand for the project 
There is high level of interest in local history within the community. For example our ten-session evening course 
attracted 36 participants and our summer-evening guided walks had an average attendance over 30. 
 
This interest extends across the region. There is a continuing demand for local history presentations to societies and 
groups, currently averaging about three per month. We have sold over 2000 books on Roseberry Topping, a local 
landscape feature. 
 
Many people have asked us about Ayton’s development, and we are confident that this topic will attract much 
interest. 
 
4 How we will ensure that the work you do is of a high quality 
Our existing high standards have been praised by heritage professionals and academics. Obviously these standards 
will apply to the proposed project, but in addition we will establish a small external audit team who will assess our 
work on a regular basis. 
 
5 The effect of the project on the environment 
The proposed project has no direct impact on the environment. By enhancing the value people give to heritage it will 
improve the protection of the environment. This is particularly important in respect of the built environment of the 
village, which is experiencing significant change as farms, business premises, public buildings and larger houses are 
facing conversion to apartments or even demolition. While some changes are inevitable, it is important to retain the 
overall architectural character of the village’s buildings. 
 
6 Who will lead the project and their relevant experience 
The project will be led by the officers of the Great Ayton CAP with support from appropriate professional experts. 

• Dan O’Sullivan (chairman): Retired history teacher with 30 years experience in local history research. Author 
of Great Ayton, a History of the Village. 

• David Taylor (vice chairman): Retired geology teacher with 30 years experience in delivering lectures and 
courses on local history. 

• Ian Pearce (secretary and treasurer): Retired professional engineer, with experience of running the group on 
a day-to-day basis for the past five years. 

 
All three are authorised WEA tutors and have written papers for magazines and professional journals. 
 
7 Our experience in running projects of this kind 
We have already run two comparable projects, both funded through the Local Heritage Initiative. The first was a 
two-year programme of research, recording and dissemination of information on landscape features within the 
parish. All outputs were achieved and the project was completed within timescale and budget. The second phase 
extended this to investigate wider aspects of these landscape features, and will be completed by March 2007. 
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8 Skills and experience that we will be able to draw on in planning and managing the project 
Our members have a wide range of relevant skills, from previous professional qualifications or developed whilst 
working in the group. These include project management, budgetary control, IT, and research skills in the fields of 
history, geography, geology, science and engineering. 
 
We would employ a part-time professional project leader with experience in leading community heritage projects. 
 
We would call on additional professional assistance in specific fields, such as vernacular architecture. 
 
9 How we will make sure that the benefits of the project are maintained after its completed 
The results of the project will be in terms of publications (printed, digital, internet, Powerpoint presentations) and in 
terms of an enhanced appreciation of the local heritage within the community. As such, little maintenance is 
required after project completion. Our group is committed to maintaining the website at www.historic-
cleveland.co.uk website for ten years. 
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Great Ayton Census Records       Alan Bunn                 January 2010 
 
The Great Ayton Census records for the years 1841 to 1901 have been transcribed from original sources onto Excel 
spreadsheets by a team who are part of the Ayton’s Story project.  All the team live in the village and many have 
always lived in the village and thus have local knowledge of family names, location names and local places of birth.  
Thus with this knowledge we have endeavoured to transcribe accurately the original records written by the 
enumerators throughout this period.  In cases where the enumerators’ writing has been impossible to decipher we 
have searched Parish Records data to find the family and by this method we have been able to transcribe an 
accurate record.  In most cases an enumerator recording a family would write the family name for the Head of the 
household and then a series of dittos – thus often the family name is only written once, the Parish Records for 
baptisms etc. would have several entries for the family name (assuming of course that the family was resident for a 
reasonable period in Great Ayton).  A similar problem arises with the place of birth entries and in this case we only 
have less, if any, supporting information, for this reason these entries, despite our best endeavours may be in 
occasionally be in error.  The amount of information recorded in the enumerators’ records increased significantly 
over the period 1841 to 1901. 
 
In each census three enumerators were involved and trying to ascertain their exact route has not been possible so 
far, in general terms they followed similar routes for the individual censuses; however, adjacent entries in the census 
record may not always mean that these families were immediate neighbours.  
 

Census Records in PDF format Census Records in Excel for sorting 

1841 Census 1841 Census 

1851 Census 1851 Census 

1861 Census 1861 Census 

1871 Census 1871 Census 

1881 Census 1881 Census 

1891 Census 1891 Census 

1901 Census 1901 Census 

1911 Census 1911 Census 

Workhouse Census in PDF format Workhouse Census in Excel for sorting 

Northallerton Workhouse Census 1891 Northallerton Workhouse Census 1891 

Stokesley Workhouse Census 1841 Stokesley Workhouse Census 1841 

Stokesley Workhouse Census 1851 Stokesley Workhouse Census 1851 

Stokesley Workhouse Census 1861 Stokesley Workhouse Census 1861 

Stokesley Workhouse Census 1871 Stokesley Workhouse Census 1871 

Stokesley Workhouse Census 1881 Stokesley Workhouse Census 1881 

Stokesley Workhouse Census 1891 Stokesley Workhouse Census 1891 

 
 
 

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Great-Ayton-1841-Census.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Great-Ayton-1841-Census.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Great-Ayton-1851-Census.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Great-Ayton-1851-Census.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Great-Ayton-1861-Census.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Great-Ayton-1861-Census.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Great-Ayton-1871-Census.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Great-Ayton-1871-Census.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Great-Ayton-1881-Census.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Great-Ayton-1881-Census.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Great-Ayton-1891-Census.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Great-Ayton-1891-Census.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Great-Ayton-1901-Census.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Great-Ayton-1901-Census.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Great-Ayton-1911-Census.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Great-Ayton-1911-Census.xlsx
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Northallerton-Workhouse-Census-1891.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Northallerton-Workhouse-Census-1891.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Stokesley-Workhouse-Census-1841.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Stokesley-Workhouse-Census-1841.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Stokesley-Workhouse-Census-1851.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Stokesley-Workhouse-Census-1851.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Stokesley-Workhouse-Census-1861.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Stokesley-Workhouse-Census-1861.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Stokesley-Workhouse-Census-1871.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Stokesley-Workhouse-Census-1871.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Stokesley-Workhouse-Census-1881.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Stokesley-Workhouse-Census-1881.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Stokesley-Workhouse-Census-1891.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/census-records/Stokesley-Workhouse-Census-1891.xls
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Great Ayton Parish Registers       Alan Bunn                       May 2010 
 
Team members who assisted with the transcription of Parish Registers were:  Jean Allinson, David Blake, Yvonne Bentley, Alan Bunn, Jennifer 
Duke, Diane Harbron, Irene MacDonald, June Marsden, Hazel O'Sullivan, Dave and Barbara Taylor, Peter Watson and Ann Whittaker. 
 
The Great Ayton Parish records for the baptismals, burials and marriages have been transcribed onto Excel 
spreadsheets by a team who are part of the Ayton’s Story project.  All the team live in the village and many have 
always lived in the village and thus have local knowledge of family names, location names and local places of birth.  
Thus with this knowledge we have endeavoured to accurately transcribe the original records written by the Ayton 
Curates throughout the ages.  Data from 1812 onwards were transcribed from microfilms at the North Records 
Office, Northallerton.  At the time of publication of these data we have stopped at 1901 to conform with the Census 
cut-off – when the 1911 Census is issued for this area we will include the 1901 to 1911 data in our datasets.  The 
Parish Records prior to 1812 were issued as an indexed transcribed booklet by The Yorkshire Parish Register Society 
Vol. XC and issued in 1930.  We have copied these records into Excel spreadsheets and because the early records 
have missing entries and part entries we decided to start our transcribed data from 1710.  The amount of 
information recorded in the baptismal, burial and marriage Parish Records increases with time and for this reason it 
was not convenient to include all the data within individual sets within one Excel spreadsheet.  Thus to include all 
the 1710 to 1901 data for baptismal has required two Excel sheets covering years 1676 to 1812 and 1813 to 1901.  In 
September 2009 when these were published on the website the burials records ranged from 1749 to 1911 and 
marriage records 1813 to 1901.  Earlier records for burials and marriages are actively being processed and will be 
included on this website when completed.   
The individual burial and baptismal records are generally included in one row on an Excel spreadsheet.  However, for 
marriage records we have created each record as a two-row record with the upper and lower rows recording the 
bridegroom and brides details and the lst columns of each row records the officiating minister and witnesses names.  
Where any person involved in the ceremony is unable to write their name and uses their mark, usually an X, we have 
indicated this is our spreadsheet by placing a letter X within the typed name e.g. if William Pearson made his mark 
our record would be William X in the ‘forenames’column. 
 
Baptisms in PDF format Baptisms in Excel format for sorting 

Ayton Baptisms 1676-1812 Ayton Baptisms 1676-1812 

Ayton Baptisms 1813-1901 Ayton Baptisms 1813-1901 

Burials in PDF format Burials in Excel for sorting 

Ayton Burials 1749-1812 Ayton Burials 1749-1812 

Ayton Burials 1813-1882 Ayton Burials 1813-1882 

Ayton Burials in New Cemetery 1882-1911 Ayton Burials in New Cemetery 1882-1911 

Marriages in PDF format Marriages in Excel for sorting 

Ayton Marriages 1710-1812 Ayton Marriages 1710-1812 

Ayton Marriages 1813-1836 Ayton Marriages 1813-1836 

Ayton Marriages 1837-Feb 1900 Ayton Marriages 1837-Feb 1900 

 
Additional Baptisms, Burials & Marriages (click) 
 
  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Great-Ayton-Baptisms-1676-1812.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Great-Ayton-Baptisms-1676-1812.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Great-Ayton-Baptisms-1813-1901.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Great-Ayton-Baptisms-1813-1901.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Great-Ayton-Burials-1749-1812.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Great-Ayton-Burials-1749-1812.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Great-Ayton-Burials-1813-1882.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Great-Ayton-Burials-1813-1882.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Great-Ayton-Burials-in-new-cemetery-1882-1911.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Great-Ayton-Burials-in-new-cemetery-1882-1911.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Great-Ayton-Marriages-1710-1812.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Great-Ayton-Marriages-1710-1812.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Great-Ayton-Marriages-1813-1836.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Great-Ayton-Marriages-1813-1836.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Great-Ayton-Marriages-1837-Feb1900.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Great-Ayton-Marriages-1837-Feb1900.xls


                                                                                                                                                            Home      Sources 
 
 
Additional Baptisms, Burials & Marriages 
 
The project which transcribed the Parish records recorded Aytonians who were present in the village when the 
particular event was recorded i.e. a marriage, a burial etc.  In trying to 'track' Aytonians we realised that villagers 
who had moved locally or who married outside  of the village or were recorded separately from the Anglican church 
(e.g. The Quakers) their records of an event would not included within the records we have generated.  In order to 
redress this we have i)  searched the records of Stokesley and a few other local parishes and ii) included some Ayton 
Quaker records.  These data generated are included in this section on the website. 
 
Baptisms in PDF format Baptisms in Excel format for sorting 

Congregational Ayton Baptisms 1763-1836 Congregational Ayton Baptisms 1763-1836 

Congregational Ayton Baptisms 1763-1836 by Family Congregational Ayton Baptisms 1763 - 1836 by Family 

Stokesley Baptisms 1603-1910 Stokesley Baptisms 1603-1910 

Stokesley Catholic Baptisms 1889-1931 Stokesley Catholic Baptisms 1889-1931 

Quaker Birth Notes 1839-1950 Quaker Birth Notes 1839-1950 

Burials in PDF format Burials in Excel for sorting 

Stokesley Burials 1623-1910 Stokesley Burials 1623-1910 

Quaker Burial Notes 1843-1908 Quaker Burial Notes 1843-1908 

Marriages in PDF format Marriages in Excel for sorting 

Stokesley Marriages 1695-1910 Stokesley Marriages 1695-1910 

Quaker Marriages 1751-1915 Quaker Marriages 1751-1915 
 
 
   
  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Great-Ayton-Baptisms-Congregational-1763-1836.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Great-Ayton-Baptisms-Congregational-1763-1836.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Great-Ayton-Baptisms-Congregational-1763-1836-Family.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Great-Ayton-Baptisms-Congregational-1763-1836-Family.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Stokesley-Baptisms-1603-1910.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Stokesley-Baptisms-1603-1910.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Stokesley-Catholic-Births-1889-1931.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Stokesley-Catholic-Births-1889-1931.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Quaker-Birth-Notes-1839-1959.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Quaker-Birth-Notes-1839-1959.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Stokesley-Burials-1623-1910.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Stokesley-Burials-1623-1910.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Quaker-Burial-Notes-1843-1908.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Quaker-Burial-Notes-1843-1908.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Stokesley-Marriages-1695-1910.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Stokesley-Marriages-1695-1910.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Quaker-Marriages-1751-1915.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-registers/Quaker-Marriages-1751-1915.xls


                                                                                                                                                            Home      Sources 
 
 
Parish Records  

 
Churchwarden Accounts 
 
Constables Accounts 
 
Overseers of the Poor 
 
Select Vestry Minutes 
 
Vestry Minutes 1827-1844 

 
  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/constables-accounts/Micro_3740_Constables_Accounts_PR.AYT.16.1.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/constables-accounts/Micro_3740_Constables_Accounts_PR.AYT.16.1.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-records/Select-Vestry-Minutes.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-records/Vestry-Minutes-1827-44.pdf


             Home               Return to Parish Records 

 

Churchwardens’ Accounts      Dennis Tyerman               February 2008 

Churchwarden is a temporal post of considerable antiquity. Alternative names for churchwardens included 
churchman, churchmaster, church reeve and kirkmaster. 

Originally churchwardens were responsible for presenting offenders against ecclesiastical law, encouraging church 
attendance and ensuring that infants were baptised. They were obliged to attend to attend the Archdeacon's Court 
and present offences within the cognizance of the church courts such as adultery, drunkenness or incest. The 
Archdeacon was the bishop's deputy with a duty to regularly visit each parish to inspect the fabric of the church and 
any other church property and to assess the general running of the affairs of the parish. 

The churchwardens duties included management of church property and finances, the upkeep of the fabric of the 
church and provision of facilities for worship, which included allocation of pews. They also had charge of one of the 
three locks of the parish chest. In earlier times they were responsible for the maintenance of parish arms and 
payment of the militia. 

The churchwardens were also obliged to pay a bounty for ' vermin' killed within the parish, the money coming from 
the church rate. The legislation governing this duty had been enacted in Henry V111's reign during a period of bad 
harvests. Locally the most common vermin killed were 'foulmarts' or polecats, but otters and foxes were also paid 
for. Many innocent small mammals and birds suffered under this legislation and the practice continued until well 
into the 19C. 

Traditionally churchwardens were chosen on Easter Tuesday by the joint consent of the incumbent, those on the 
Church Electoral Roll and residents of the parish who were entitled to be local government electors. In large parishes 
there were often three or four churchwardens appointed to represent different townships. ( These townships were 
administrative divisions of a parish which levied a separate poor rate and appointed their own constables) 
Later, as their role broadened, they represented the views of the parishioners as a body and as individuals. In 
collaboration wit the overseer's of the poor they supervised the education and relief of the poor. The office of 
'Overseer of the Poor' was established in 1572 and an elected parish official supervised all charitable funds. The 
parish clerk was a temporal post normally appointed by the incumbent and his duties included arrangement of 
baptisms, communions, ringing the church bell and sometimes would lead the responses at service. The sexton was 
a paid official appointed by the incumbent and he would be responsible for digging graves, bellringing and odd jobs 
in the church. The maintenance of the churchyard was the responsibility of the parochial church council and was 
paid for out of the civil parish rates. 

Successive Acts of Parliament in the 16C and17C encouraged the development of secular parochial authority 
administered through vestries. Parishes levied a church rate and subsequent legislation enabled them to levy rates 
for relief of the poor and the maintenance of highways. The Poor Law Act of 1601 established an administrative 
pattern of relief and churchwardens of the parish and two or more substantial landowners acted as 'Overseer's of 
the Poor' 

At 'open vestries; any male ratepayer could attend and vote but in parishes with large populations this was 
unmanageable and 'select vestries' were established which were undemocratic, self-perpetuating oligarchies. The 
vestry was responsible for appointing church, sexton,'Oversees's of the Poor', Surveyor of the Highways and 
constable. It also had a duty to oversee the annual perambulation of the parish boundary. The civil and ecclesiastical 
duties of vestral authority were separated in towns 1835 and in rural districts in 1894 which established civil parish 
councils. 

References The Sutton Companion to Local History: Stephen Friar 

Dr. R P Hastings: WEA Lectures. 

The Great Ayton Churchwardens Accounts are held at the North Yorkshire County Records Office, Northallerton. 

(Transcribed by Dennis & Barbara Tyerman) 

Churchwardens' Accounts 1734-1844   Churchwardens' Accounts 1745-55 
 
Churchwardens' Accounts 1755-65   Churchwardens' Accounts 1766-75 
 
Churchwardens' Accounts 1776-85   Churchwardens' Accounts 1786-95 
 
Churchwardens' Accounts 1796-1844   Analysis of the Churchwardens' Accounts 
     

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/churchwarden_accounts/Churchwardens-Accounts-1734-1844.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/churchwarden_accounts/Churchwardens-Accounts-1745-55.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/churchwarden_accounts/Churchwardens-Accounts-1756-65.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/churchwarden_accounts/Churchwardens-Accounts-1766-75.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/churchwarden_accounts/Churchwardens-Accounts-1776-85.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/churchwarden_accounts/Churchwardens-Accounts-1786-95.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/churchwarden_accounts/Churchwardens-Accounts-1796-1844.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/churchwarden_accounts/Analysis-of-the-Churchwarden-Accounts.pdf
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Overseers of the Poor      Transcribed by John Crocker       October 2011 
 
Overseers Disbursements 1791-92   Overseers Disbursements 1792-93 
 
Overseers Disbursements 1793-94   Overseers Disbursements 1794-95 
 
Overseers Disbursements 1795-96   Overseers Disbursements 1797 
 
 
Tax Assessment 1792     Tax Assessment 1793 
 
Tax Assessment 1794     Tax Assessment 1795 
 
Tax Assessment 1796 
 

  



            Home      Sources 
 
 
Taxation records  

 
Hearth Tax 1662-1673 
 
Land Tax 1799 

 
  

http://www.greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/taxation-records/Hearth-Tax-Records.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/taxation-records/Land-Tax-Records.pdf


            Home Sources 
 
 
Register of Deeds       Dan O’Sullivan February 2012 
 

Introduction to Register of Deeds 
 
Great Ayton deeds 1804-1822 
 
Great Ayton deeds 1804-1822 - Excel format 

 
 
  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/register-of-deeds/Register_of_deeds-Introduction
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/register-of-deeds/Ayton_deeds_1804-1822.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/register-of-deeds/Ayton_deeds_1804-1822.xls


            Home Sources 
 
 
Books on Cleveland 
 
Extracts about Great Ayton from various writers 
 

History and Antiquities of Cleveland - J W Ord transcribed by Yvonne Bentley 

Great Ayton, Stokesley & District, Past and Present - John F Blakeborough transcribed by Ian Pearce 

The Parish of Ayton - Canon Atkinson 

The Parish of Ayton - Graves (1808) transcribed by Mary Van Loo 

 
The first important written source for most English villages is, inevitably, Domesday Book. This was compiled by the 
Normans in 1087 to give William the Conqueror a precise idea of the taxable wealth of England. Quite a 1ot of 
information can be gleaned from its highly abbreviated, and often cryptic statements. 
 

Domesday Book 

Published Books 

Books on Great Ayton and Roseberry Topping 

Books on aspects of Cleveland or North Yorkshire’s history 

Books on individuals and families associated with Great Ayton 

Books on the landscape, archaeology and natural history of the region 

Books on Industrial aspects 

Novels and poems with associations to Great Ayton 

 
 
 

  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/books-on-cleveland/History-&-Antiquities-of-Cleveland-by-JwOrd.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/books-on-cleveland/Fairfax-Blakeborough.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/books-on-cleveland/Canon-Atkinson-The-Parish-of-Ayton.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/books-on-cleveland/Graves-1808-Great-Ayton.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/books-on-cleveland/Domesday-Book.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/books-on-cleveland/Published-Books-on-Great-Ayton.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/books-on-cleveland/Published-Books-on-Cleveland.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/books-on-cleveland/Published-Books-on-Families.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/books-on-cleveland/Published-Books-on-Landscape.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/books-on-cleveland/Published-Books-on-Industry.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/books-on-cleveland/Published-Books-on-Novels-and-Poems.pdf


            Home Sources 
 
 
Wills, Inventories and Probate       Ian Pearce November 2009 
 
For centuries, men and women with any significant worldly goods have specified what should happen to their 
property after their death. This is done through a will, usually written and signed with witnesses, and with named 
executors who carry out the deceased wishes as stated in the will. After death, the will has to be proved and a grant 
of probate must be obtained to allow the executors to get to work. At this stage an inventory of all the deceased 
person’s belongings is drawn up. 
 
Wills and inventories can tell us a great deal about contemporary life and, fortunately, many survive. You can find 
out a bit more about what we can learn from wills in the Summary of Wills. In this section you can refer to a List of 
Ayton wills, and transcribed copies of some of them: 
 

Ann Coulson 
Christopher Weatherel 
Dorothy Harrison 
John Trenholm 
Joseph Harrison 
William Richardson 

 
Wills and inventories can use terms which have gone out of use, for example words to describe livestock, and so a 
Glossary of terms in wills is available. 
 
 
             

  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/wills-inventories/Summary-of-Wills.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/wills-inventories/List-of-Ayton-wills.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/wills-inventories/List-of-Ayton-wills.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/wills-inventories/Ann-Coulson-1687.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/wills-inventories/Christopher-Weatherel-1727.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/wills-inventories/Dorothy-Harrison-1723.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/wills-inventories/John-Trenholm-1694.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/wills-inventories/Joseph-Harrison-1719.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/wills-inventories/William-Richardson-1817.pdf


            Home Sources 
           
           
Ralph Jackson Diaries 
 
Introduction to Diary  Journal H 1759 Journal R 1780-82 
Journal A 1749-50   Journal J 1762-63 Journal S 1782-84 
Journal B 1750-51 Journal K 1764-65 Journal T 1784-87 
Journal C 1751 Journal L 1765-67 Journal U 1787-90 
Journal D 1752 Journal N 1768-70 Accounts 1759-66 
Journal E 1752 Journal O 1770-74 Will 
Journal F 1756 Journal P 1774-77 Inventory 
Journal G 1757 Journal Q 1778-80  
 

  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/01-Introduction-to-diary.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/journalH-1759.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/journalR-1780-821.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/journalA-1749-50.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/journalJ-1762-63.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/journalS-1782-841.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/journalB-1750-51.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/journalK-1764-65.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/journalT-1784-87.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/journalC-1751.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/journalL-1765-67.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/journalU-1787-90.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/journalD-1752.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/journalN-1768-70.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/1759-66-Accounts.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/journalE-1752.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/journalO-1770-74.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/RJ-will.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/journalF-1756.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/journalP-1774-77.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/RJ-Inventory.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/journalG-1757.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/ralph-jackson-diaries/journalQ-1778-80.pdf


            Home Sources 
 
 
Trade Directories         David Sills April 2008 
 
Throughout the 19th and 20th centuries until the 1930s local directories provide information on residents, 
tradesmen, gentry, public services and other facets of town and village life. Twenty North Yorkshire directories which 
include Great Ayton have been transcribed by David Sills from the collection in Northallerton public library - there 
may be others which are not in that collection. Each entry usually starts with a brief description of the village 
followed by lists of residents divided by category. 
 

1823 Directory   1834 Directory 
1840 Directory   1857 Directory 
1872 Directory   1879 Directory 
1889 Directory   1893 Directory 
1912 Directory   1925 Directory 
1929 Directory   1937 Directory 

 
  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/trade-directories/Trade-Directories-1823.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/trade-directories/Trade-Directories-1834.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/trade-directories/Trade-Directories-1840.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/trade-directories/Trade-Directories-1857.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/trade-directories/Trade-Directories-1872.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/trade-directories/Trade-Directories-1879.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/trade-directories/Trade-Directories-1889.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/trade-directories/Trade-Directories-1893.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/trade-directories/Trade-Directories-1912.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/trade-directories/Trade-Directories-1925.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/trade-directories/Trade-Directories-1929.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/trade-directories/Trade-Directories-1937.pdf


            Home Sources 
 
 
Manorial Court Rolls                    Dan O’Sullivan  October 2007      
 
The Manorial Court records for 11 years between 1647 and 1675 have survived, in whole or part. They are the 
records of the court owned by John Coulson, Lord of the manor of Great Ayton. They involve minor civil and criminal 
cases as well as infractions of the manorial customs such as over-grazing on the open fields of the village. 
 
The manorial court ceased to be of importance after the enclosure of the open fields and commons in 1659. 
 
These records are now kept partly in Northallerton and partly in the Yorkshire Archaeological Society Record Office 
in Leeds. References are given at the top of each page. 
 

Manorial Court Roll 1647  Manorial Court Roll 1650 
Manorial Court Roll 1651  Manorial Court Roll 1652 
Manorial Court Roll 1653  Manorial Court Roll 1654 
Manorial Court Roll 1655  Manorial Court Roll 1656 
Manorial Court Roll 1658  Manorial Court Roll 1660 
Manorial Court Roll 1661  Manorial Court Roll 1675 

 
  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/manor-court-rolls/Manorial-Court-Rolls-1647.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/manor-court-rolls/Manorial-Court-Rolls-1650.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/manor-court-rolls/Manorial-Court-Rolls-1651.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/manor-court-rolls/Manorial-Court-Rolls-1652.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/manor-court-rolls/Manorial-Court-Rolls-1653.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/manor-court-rolls/Manorial-Court-Rolls-1654.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/manor-court-rolls/Manorial-Court-Rolls-1655.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/manor-court-rolls/Manorial-Court-Rolls-1656.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/manor-court-rolls/Manorial-Court-Rolls-1658.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/manor-court-rolls/Manorial-Court-Rolls-1660.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/manor-court-rolls/Manorial-Court-Rolls-1661.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/manor-court-rolls/Manorial-Court-Rolls-1675.pdf
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Personal Recollections  
 

Bevan Pumphrey's Recollections 
 
George Dixon's Recollections 
 
George Robinson's Memoirs 
 
Henry Kitching's Notes 
 
Ralph Dixon Memoirs 
 

  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/personal-recollections/Bevan-Pumphrey-Recollections.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/personal-recollections/George-Dixon-Recollections.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/personal-recollections/George-Robinson-memoirs.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/personal-recollections/Henry-Kitchings-memories.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/personal-recollections/Ralph-Dixon-Memoirs.pdf
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Newspapers  

Great Ayton through Newspaper Reports pre-1900 (Peter Morgan) 

• Introduction 
• Newspaper Reports 
• Presentation 

Tom Kirby's Newspaper Cuttings 
 
The late Tom Kirby kept copious files of newspaper cuttings, mainly from the Darlington & Stockton Times (but not 
always with the source identified) relevant to Great Ayton. In 20010-12 Malcolm Race went painstakingly through 
the files and selected the more important entries. These were transcribed by Peter Morgan. 

• Tom Kirby's Cuttings' Great Ayton News 
• Tom Kirby's Cuttings' Great Ayton Personalities 

 
The Stream 

 
  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/newspapers/Great-Ayton-Newspapers-pre-1900-introduction.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/newspapers/Great-Ayton-Newspapers-pre-1900.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/newspapers/Great-Ayton-Newspapers-pre-1900-presentation.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/newspapers/Tom-Kirby-Newspaper-Cuttings-News.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/newspapers/Tom-Kirby-Newspaper-Cuttings-Personalities.pdf
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The Stream 
 
The Stream is the Great Ayton Village Magazine that has been produced regularly since 1982 and is issued by the 
Community Care Association of Great Ayton.  
 
There are two issues a year - in Spring & Autumn – they will take time to load. 
 
 
Spring 2012  
Spring 2011 Autumn 2011 
Spring 2010 Autumn 2010 
Spring 2009 Autumn 2009 
Spring 2008 Autumn 2008 
Spring 2007 Autumn 2007 
Spring 2006 Autumn 2006 
Spring 2005 Autumn 2005 
Spring 2004 Autumn 2004 
Spring 2003 Autumn 2003 
Spring 2002 Autumn 2002 
Spring 2001 Autumn 2001 
Spring 2000 Autumn 2000 
 

 
 

 

  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2012_Spring.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2011_Spring.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2011_Autumn.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2010_Spring.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2010_Autumn.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2009_Spring.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2009_Autumn.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2008_Spring.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2008_Autumn.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2007_Spring.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2007_Autumn.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2006_Spring.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2006_Autumn.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2005_Spring.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2005_Autumn.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2004_Spring.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2004_Autumn.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2003_Spring.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2003_Autumn.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2002_Spring.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2002_Autumn.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2001_Spring.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2001_Autumn.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2000_Spring.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-stream/Stream_2000_Autumn.pdf
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Great Ayton Development  
 

Great Ayton Timeline 
 
Great Ayton Pre-history 
 
Great Ayton Early Development 
 
Great Ayton & Little Ayton Division - 1782 
 
Great Ayton Housing Timeline 

 
  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/development/Great-Ayton-Timeline.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/development/Great-Ayton-Pre-History.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/development/Great-Ayton-Early-Development.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/development/Great-And-Little-Ayton-Division-1782.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/development/Great-Ayton-Housing-Timeline.pdf
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Great Ayton Utilities  
 
Water supplies 
 
For centuries, the village relied on wells for its water supplies. Many houses had their own well, but there were 
public pumps at the Old Grey Well (outside the present Worthy Pearson's in Park Square, and outside The Buck 
Hotel. 
 
Where wells could be sunk through the surface clay down to sand or gravel, particularly in the Low Green area 
where the earliest settlement had started, water quality was probably acceptable. Around High Green, and in 
California, where the sub-soil was solid clay, wells were easily contaminated by surface water. The Old Grey Well was 
often declared unfit for human consumption, and a new well was sunk in the corner of High Green. 
Cleveland Lodge, and its estate, had a private water supply collected from Cockshaw and piped down into the village. 
 
History of Great Ayton Water Supply  by Dennis Tyerman & Ian Pearce 
 
  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/utilities/Great-Ayton-Water-Supply.pdf
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Village Areas 
 
California here we come! (Large file - expect short delay)  by Ken Taylor 
 
Many streets in the village have changed their names over the years. A glossary of these changes can be seen at: 
 
Street Names 
 
Street Names Presentation 
 
 
 
 
  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/village-areas/California-here-we-come.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/village-areas/Street-Names.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/village-areas/Ayton-Street-Names-Presentation.pdf
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Individual Houses 
  
Aireyholme Farm by Cath Small & John Crocker (Large file - expect short delay) 

Airyholme Farmstead by Cath Small & John Crocker (Large file - expect short delay) 

Albion House (Large file - expect short delay) 

Angrove Hall, a lost Cleveland house by Dan O'Sullivan 

Ayton Hall by Dan O'Sullivan 

Brookside Farm (Large file - expect short delay) 

High Street No 47 by Dan O'Sullivan 

Outram Cottages by Barbara Gray 

Peel House by David Brook/ David Taylor/ Dennis Tyerman/ Peter Morgan (Large file - expect short delay) 

Skottowe Crescent No. 11 by Mike Newton 

The Recess 

White House by Ian Pearce 

White House Farm by Ian Pearce 

Woodville - a Victorian Villa by Cath Small & Ken Taylor 

Cook's Cottages 

Site of Cook's Family Cottage 

The Dismantling of Cook's Cottage by Ian Pearce (Large file - expect short delay) 

 
 
 
 
 
  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/individual-houses/Aireyholme_timeline.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/individual-houses/Airyholme-Farmstead.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/individual-houses/Albion-House.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/individual-houses/Angrove_Hall.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/individual-houses/Ayton-Hall.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/individual-houses/Brookside-Farm.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/individual-houses/47-High-Street.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/individual-houses/Outram-Cottages.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/individual-houses/Peel-House.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/individual-houses/11-Skottowe-Crescent.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/individual-houses/White-House.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/individual-houses/White-House-Farm.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/individual-houses/Woodville-a-Victorian-villa.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/individual-houses/Site-of-Cooks-family-cottage.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/individual-houses/Captain-Cooks-Cottage.pdf
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The Recess         Ken Taylor             January 2009 

The Recess was built by Thomas Glover for John Wright in 1862 on a piece of land originally purchased by W 
Harbottle from the estate of John Richardson in the California district of Great Ayton. John Wright was a poet and 
achieved some fame with three books of poems called ‘The Privilege of Man’, giving himself the title ‘The Bard of 
Cleveland’. The Recess (or the Bard’s Recess as it was originally called) was funded from sales of his books (including 
a gift from Lord Palmerston) and possesses several unusual design features based on the biblical significance of the 
numbers 3 and 7. John’s daughter, Elizabeth, wrote several letters to her brother William in the USA describing the 
house and its surroundings. She married David Normington, a Stokesley watchmaker, and the family lived in the 
Recess when John Wright died in 1882. The house was later occupied by George Maycroft and his family who had 
come into the area from Norfolk. In 1932 part of the property was sold to the founders of the local Women’s 
Institute as the site of a new hall. Later the house and remaining land was purchased by Maude Trevor who sold off 
several plots for housebuilding. 

The following presentation by Ken Taylor describes the origins of the house and gives an insight into what life was 
like in what was, at the time, a very rural location. 

The Recess by Ken Taylor 

Kenneth Warne, great grandson of John Wright, ‘The Cleveland Bard', wrote a brief history of The Recess: 

The Recess by Kenneth Warne 

  
  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-recess-by-ken-taylor/The-Recess.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-recess-by-ken-taylor/The-Recess.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-recess-by-ken-taylor/The-Recess-by-Kenneth-Warne.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/the-recess-by-ken-taylor/The-Recess-by-Kenneth-Warne.pdf
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Local Government        Ian Pearce    November 2009 
 
To most people, even local historians, the development of local government appears complex and boring. Yet it has 
a profound effect on the way villagers lived within their community. This summary is written from the viewpoint of a 
rural community; the history of local government in towns and cities is different. 
 
There are four distinct phases: Danelaw with its wapentakes and tithings, the feudal manorial system of the 
Normans, the vestry meeting initially based on the parish church, and finally the modern system of civil parishes and 
districts. Before the nineteenth-century there was very little semblance of the sort of local government we are 
familiar with today. What local government there was evolved from piecemeal reactions to national crises and made 
up of people appointed rather than elected. However, it did meet the needs of the times, with most aspects of 
administration carried out at the parish level through local land-owners. It took most of the nineteenth-century to 
establish an effective system of local government, based on counties and districts. Although there has been an 
increasing involvement of central authority since feudal times, accompanied by erosion of local power, this process 
greatly accelerated during the twentieth century. By then the parishes had surrendered most of the control of their 
local communities to higher authorities. 
 
Brief History of Local Government, with reference to Great Ayton 

Stokesley RDC Minutes 

Parish Councillors and Minutes 

 
It was not until the nineteenth century that local government bodies, as we would recognise them today and with 
elected rather than appointed members, first appeared. This section of the website is really devoted to these bodies 
and, consequently, older records relevant to village administration appear under “Sources” and “Parish Records”. 
 
Churchwarden Accounts 

Constables’ Accounts 

Overseers of the Poor 

Select Vestry 

Vestry Minutes 1827-1844 
 
Surveyor of Highways 
The Poor Law Unions, which from 1834 amalgamated groups of parish-level poor law guardians into larger units, 
paved the way for modern local government. At other times in the nineteenth century, national government 
responded to current crises by setting up local boards, such as the Highways Boards in 1862 and the School Boards in 
1870. Great Ayton did not have a School Board, because of the existence of the National School (see Schools) 
 
Successive Public Health Acts over the nineteenth century set up Rural Sanitary Authorities and Parochial Sanitary 
Committees, see Public Health 
 
County Councils appeared from 1888, and in 1894 the Rural Sanitary Authorities became Rural District Councils, at 
first with responsibilities for sanitation and highways. Selections from Stokesley RDC minutes are included here. 
 
Civil Parish Councils appeared from 1894, and there are Great Ayton Parish Council minutes from this date. 
 
In 1974 smaller RDCs were joined up into larger District Councils, Stokesley and Great Ayton became part of 
Hambleton District. 
 
  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/local-government/Brief-History-of-Local-Government.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/local-government/Stokesley-RDC-minutes.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/constables-accounts/Micro_3740_Constables_Accounts_PR.AYT.16.1.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/constables-accounts/Micro_3740_Constables_Accounts_PR.AYT.16.1.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-records/Select-Vestry-Minutes.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-records/Select-Vestry-Minutes.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-records/Vestry-Minutes-1827-44.pdf
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Churchwardens’ Accounts      Dennis Tyerman               February 2008 

Churchwarden is a temporal post of considerable antiquity. Alternative names for churchwardens included 
churchman, churchmaster, church reeve and kirkmaster. 

Originally churchwardens were responsible for presenting offenders against ecclesiastical law, encouraging church 
attendance and ensuring that infants were baptised. They were obliged to attend to attend the Archdeacon's Court 
and present offences within the cognizance of the church courts such as adultery, drunkenness or incest. The 
Archdeacon was the bishop's deputy with a duty to regularly visit each parish to inspect the fabric of the church and 
any other church property and to assess the general running of the affairs of the parish. 

The churchwardens duties included management of church property and finances, the upkeep of the fabric of the 
church and provision of facilities for worship, which included allocation of pews. They also had charge of one of the 
three locks of the parish chest. In earlier times they were responsible for the maintenance of parish arms and 
payment of the militia. 

The churchwardens were also obliged to pay a bounty for ' vermin' killed within the parish, the money coming from 
the church rate. The legislation governing this duty had been enacted in Henry V111's reign during a period of bad 
harvests. Locally the most common vermin killed were 'foulmarts' or polecats, but otters and foxes were also paid 
for. Many innocent small mammals and birds suffered under this legislation and the practice continued until well 
into the 19C. 

Traditionally churchwardens were chosen on Easter Tuesday by the joint consent of the incumbent, those on the 
Church Electoral Roll and residents of the parish who were entitled to be local government electors. In large parishes 
there were often three or four churchwardens appointed to represent different townships. ( These townships were 
administrative divisions of a parish which levied a separate poor rate and appointed their own constables) 
Later, as their role broadened, they represented the views of the parishioners as a body and as individuals. In 
collaboration wit the overseer's of the poor they supervised the education and relief of the poor. The office of 
'Overseer of the Poor' was established in 1572 and an elected parish official supervised all charitable funds. The 
parish clerk was a temporal post normally appointed by the incumbent and his duties included arrangement of 
baptisms, communions, ringing the church bell and sometimes would lead the responses at service. The sexton was 
a paid official appointed by the incumbent and he would be responsible for digging graves, bellringing and odd jobs 
in the church. The maintenance of the churchyard was the responsibility of the parochial church council and was 
paid for out of the civil parish rates. 

Successive Acts of Parliament in the 16C and17C encouraged the development of secular parochial authority 
administered through vestries. Parishes levied a church rate and subsequent legislation enabled them to levy rates 
for relief of the poor and the maintenance of highways. The Poor Law Act of 1601 established an administrative 
pattern of relief and churchwardens of the parish and two or more substantial landowners acted as 'Overseer's of 
the Poor' 

At 'open vestries; any male ratepayer could attend and vote but in parishes with large populations this was 
unmanageable and 'select vestries' were established which were undemocratic, self-perpetuating oligarchies. The 
vestry was responsible for appointing church, sexton,'Oversees's of the Poor', Surveyor of the Highways and 
constable. It also had a duty to oversee the annual perambulation of the parish boundary. The civil and ecclesiastical 
duties of vestral authority were separated in towns 1835 and in rural districts in 1894 which established civil parish 
councils. 

References The Sutton Companion to Local History: Stephen Friar 

Dr. R P Hastings: WEA Lectures. 

The Great Ayton Churchwardens Accounts are held at the North Yorkshire County Records Office, Northallerton. 

(Transcribed by Dennis & Barbara Tyerman) 

Churchwardens' Accounts 1734-1844   Churchwardens' Accounts 1745-55 
 
Churchwardens' Accounts 1755-65   Churchwardens' Accounts 1766-75 
 
Churchwardens' Accounts 1776-85   Churchwardens' Accounts 1786-95 
 
Churchwardens' Accounts 1796-1844   Analysis of the Churchwardens' Accounts 
     

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/churchwarden_accounts/Churchwardens-Accounts-1734-1844.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/churchwarden_accounts/Churchwardens-Accounts-1745-55.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/churchwarden_accounts/Churchwardens-Accounts-1756-65.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/churchwarden_accounts/Churchwardens-Accounts-1766-75.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/churchwarden_accounts/Churchwardens-Accounts-1776-85.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/churchwarden_accounts/Churchwardens-Accounts-1786-95.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/churchwarden_accounts/Churchwardens-Accounts-1796-1844.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/churchwarden_accounts/Analysis-of-the-Churchwarden-Accounts.pdf
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Overseers of the Poor      Transcribed by John Crocker       October 2011 
 
Overseers Disbursements 1791-92   Overseers Disbursements 1792-93 
 
Overseers Disbursements 1793-94   Overseers Disbursements 1794-95 
 
Overseers Disbursements 1795-96   Overseers Disbursements 1797 
 
 
Tax Assessment 1792     Tax Assessment 1793 
 
Tax Assessment 1794     Tax Assessment 1795 
 
Tax Assessment 1796 
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Parish Councillors and Minutes  Transcribed by June Marsden & Barbara Taylor        September 2011 

 
Parish Council Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen 1894-2011 
Parish Councillors 1894-2011 by Year 
Parish Councillors & Clerks 1894-2011 by Name 

 

At present, early May 2012, the Parish Council records are available for the period 1894-1930 and 1949-1992; the 
records for the period 1930-1949 are currently unavailable and it is not known whether or not these will be available 
at a later date. 

Typing these Minutes from the original scripts into Excel spread sheets has taken much longer than initially 
envisaged. The 1894-1909 Minutes have been transcribed and a few more years up to 1920, these are available on 
this website (see below). In view of the time required to transcribe the 1920 to 1992 records it was agreed that the 
records for this period would be retained as hard copies and filed in ring binders. 

 
1894-1909 Council Minutes  1914 Council Minutes   1915 Council Minutes 
 
1916 Council Minutes   1918 Council Minutes   1919 Council Minutes 
  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-councillors-and-minutes/Parish-Council-Chairmen-and-Vice-Chairmen-1894-2011.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-councillors-and-minutes/Parish-Councillors-1894-2011.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-councillors-and-minutes/Parish-Councillors-and-Clerks-1894-2011.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-council-minutes/1894-1909-Council-Minutes.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-council-minutes/1914-Council-Minutes.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-council-minutes/1915-Council-Minutes.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-council-minutes/1916-Council-Minutes.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-council-minutes/1918-Council-Minutes.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/parish-council-minutes/1919-Council-Minutes.pdf
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Public Health         Dennis Tyerman and Ian Pearce 
 
Public health only became a major issue in the nineteenth century, especially in the crowded towns. During the 
century successive Public Health Acts brought about significant improvements, and also led directly to the present 
system of local government. Although a rural village, Ayton was not isolated from public health issues, with its 
proximity to Middlesbrough and its rapid expansion after the arrival of the railway. 
 
The 1848 Central Board of Health has powers to set up local boards where the death rate was high, or where a tenth 
of the poor law rate payers petitioned for one. In rural areas, local health administration was devolved to Rural 
Sanitary Authorities, which came under the aegis of the Board of Guardians of the Poor Law. This was a matter of 
convenience, for as yet there was no structure for local government as we know it today. 
 
Stokesley Rural Sanitary Authority was established in 1873, covering Yarm, Stokesley, Ayton and the other Cleveland 
villages. It met in the Board Room at the Union Workhouse at Springfield. You can read extracts from their minutes 
for 1873-1893 at Stokesley RSA 
 
The Stokesley RSA appointed their first Medical Officer of Health in 1873, and you can read extracts from his reports 
from 1899-1939 at Stokesley MOH 
 
The Great Ayton Parochial Sanitary Committee was appointed by the Stokesley Board of Guardians on 3 June 1876. 
The committee was very active, and gave the village one of the first rural sewage treatment schemes in North 
Yorkshire. You can read the minutes of the Great Ayton Parochial Sanitary Committee 1876-1898 at Ayton PSC 
Commentary-on Ayton Sanitary Committee 
 
In 1894 a recognisable structure for local government appeared, with the formation of the Stokesley Rural District 
Council. It was divided into two groups, the Sanitary Authority and the Highways Authority.  
In this section there are also some other entries on matters relating to public health: 
 

• The Black Death in Ayton 

• Sewage Treatment Drainage Scheme by Ian Pearce (Large file - expect short delay) 

• The Pioneering Surgery on William Henry Thistlethwaite 

• Notification of Infectious Diseases 

• Crisis Mortality in Great Ayton 

• Health and Disease in the 18th century 

• Ayton's Doctors from c1800 

• Toilet arrangements in Ayton 

  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/public-health/Stokesley-Rural-Sanitary-Authority.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/public-health/Stokesley-Medical-Officer-of-Health.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/public-health/Ayton-Parochial-Sanitary-Committee-minutes.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/public-health/Commentary-on-Ayton-Sanitary-Committee.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/public-health/Black-Death.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/public-health/Drainage-Scheme.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/public-health/Pioneering-Surgery.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/public-health/Notification-of-Infectious-Disease-Great-Ayton.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/public-health/Crisis-Mortality-Great-Ayton.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/public-health/Health-And-Disease-In-The-18th-Century.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/public-health/Great-Ayton-Doctors-From-c1800.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/public-health/Toilet-arrangements-in-Ayton.pdf
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Sports and Leisure  
 
Great Ayton Football 
 

Great Ayton AFC - The Early Years 1889 – 1929 
 
Great Ayton Football Photographs 
 

Great Ayton Cricket Club - the early years 
 
Great Ayton & District Tennis Club 
 
Great Ayton Bowls Club 
 
Captain Cook Run 

 

  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/great-ayton-football/Great-Ayton-AFC-1889-1929.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/great-ayton-football/Great-Ayton-Football-Photographs.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/sports-leisure/Great-Ayton-Cricket-Club-The-Early-Years.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/sports-leisure/Great-Ayton-Tennis-Club-History.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/sports-leisure/Great-Ayton-Bowls-Club-History.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/sports-leisure/Captain-Cook-Run-History.pdf
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Churches  
 

The Established Church 
 
Other Denominations 
 
19th Century Quakers 
 
All Saints Church 
 
Christ Church (Ken Taylor) 

 
Christ Church cost over £5,000, mostly raised by private contributions. It opened in 1877, the 
architect being John Ross: an old boy of the Friends’ School, and much of the stone coming from the 
local Lonsdale quarry. 
 
The First Vicar of Christ Church 
 
First Vicar's wife - Mrs Ibbetson 
 
Temple Moore comes to Christ Church 
 
Stained Glass in Christ Church 

  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/churches/Religion-The-Established-Church.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/churches/Religion-Other-Denominations.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/churches/19th-century-Quakers.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/churches/All-Saints-Church.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/christ-church/The-first-vicar-of-Christ-Church.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/christ-church/Mrs-Ibbetson.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/christ-church/Temple-Moore-comes-to-Christ-Church.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/christ-church/Stained-Glass-in-Christ-Church.pdf
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Law & Order  

Crime in War-time Great Ayton 

Quarter Session Records at NYCRO 
  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/world-war-2/Crime-in-wartime-Great-Ayton.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/law-order/Quarter-Session-Records-at-NYCRO.pdf
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Family Histories  
 
In this section there are entries on some of the families that have particular associations with the village, and also 
some of the famous people who have lived here. 
 

The Dixon Family 

Fawcett Family 

Hogben Family 

Hutchinson Family (Bank House Farm) 

Hutchinson Family (Shoemakers) 

The Richardson Family 

Thomas Skottowe & Family 

Thomas Richardson by Ian Pearce 

William Mudd by Ian Pearce 

William Wilson 

The Thistlethwaite Family 

• Thistlethwaite Family Overview 
• A brief history of the Ayton Thistlethwaites 
• The Thistlethwaite Family – a study in genealogy 
• William Henry Thistlethwaite - Evening Gazette supplement 
• A bit about the life of Sir Frederick Treves 
• Miscellaneous Thistlethwaite references in Ayton 

 

 

 

 

  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/family-histories/The-Dixon-Family.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/family-histories/The-Fawcett-Family.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/family-histories/The-Hogben-Family.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/family-histories/Hutchinson-family-Bank-House-Farm.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/family-histories/Hutchinson-family-shoemakers.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/family-histories/The-Richardson-family.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/family-histories/Thomas-Skottowe.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/family-histories/Thomas-Richardson.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/family-histories/William-Mudd.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/family-histories/William-Wilson.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/family-histories/Thistlethwaite-Family-Overview.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/family-histories/Brief-History-Ayton-Thistlethwaites.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/family-histories/Thistlethwaite-genealogy.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/family-histories/William-Thistlethwaite-Evening-Gazette-supplement.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/family-histories/Sir-Frederick-Treves.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/family-histories/Miscellaneous-Thistlethwaite-references.pdf


            Home     Community 
 
 
Clubs and Societies  
 

Conservative Club 
 
Great Ayton Workingmen's Club 

 

  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/clubs-societies/Great-Ayton-Conservative-Club.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/clubs-societies/Great-Ayton-Workingmens-Club.pdf


            Home     Community 
 
 
Schools  
 

The Friends School 
 
The Friends School last 50 years Presentation 
 
The Postgate School 
 
Thomas Richardson and the Friends School 
 
The British and Marwood Schools 
 
Roseberry Community Primary School 
 

Roseberry Community Primary School 
 

The Start of Roseberry School 1967 – My memories By Catherine Sedgwick (nee. Scott) 
 

Final Ofsted Report May 2009 
 

Roseberry Community Primary School Photographs 
 
Edward Kitching School 
 

Public Elementary, California, erected on a site given by A. E. Kitching esq. & named the Edward 
Kitching Council school, opened Oct. 1908, for 148 children, & enlarged by the addition of two rooms 
in 1915, each to accommodate 60 children; in 1921 a room for manual instruction & domestic 
subjects was added ; Thomas Winn, master. 
Harold Martin, who attended the school when it first opened, could recall the first headmaster, John 
Henry Cooper, the assistants, Frank Healds and Miss Combs. The British School became used for 
infants only; children went to it between five to seven, moving on either to the Marwood School if 
they lived at the west end ol the village, or to Edward Kitching, where they attended until the age of 
fourteen. 
 
The school closed in about 1967 and was replaced by the new Roseberry Primary School. The school 
buildings were used by an engineering firm for many years, and were demolished in 2001 to make 
way for houses. 

Edward Kitching School Photographs 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/schools/Friends-School-Great-Ayton-History-150411.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/schools/Friends-School-Great-Ayton-Last-50-years.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/schools/The-Postgate-School.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/schools/Thomas-Richardson-and-the-Friends-School.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/schools/The-British-and-Marwood-Schools.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/roseberry-community-primary-school/Roseberry-Community-Primary-School.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/roseberry-community-primary-school/The-Start-of-Roseberry-School-1967.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/roseberry-community-primary-school/FinalOfSTEDReportMay2009.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/roseberry-community-primary-school/Roseberry-Community-Primary-School-Photographs.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/edward-kitching-school/Edward-Kitching-School-Photographs.pdf
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Population Studies  
 

Great Ayton Census 1901 - interpretation 

Great Ayton - effect of Housing on Population 

Aaron Maston, resident in Stokesley Workhouse at the time of the 1851 Census 

Jemima Cummings, a lady who likely had a very bad reputation in Ayton in the mid-1800s 

William Yorke, who was baptised in the village in 1809 

Elizabeth Bennison - debtor 
Occupations of Great Ayton residents in 1881 and 2000 

Places of Birth of Great Ayton Village Residents for 1841, 1881 and 2000 

Testing of children’s ability in 19th Century schools 

Survey of the future lives of young ladies who had a baby out of wedlock in the years 1871–1880 
Margi Phillips Worked Research Example 

 

 
 
  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/population-studies/Great-Ayton-Census-1901.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/population-studies/Great-Ayton-Effect-of-housing-on-population.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/population-studies/Aaron-Maston.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/population-studies/Jemima-Cummings.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/population-studies/William-Yorke.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/population-studies/Elizabeth-Bennison.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/population-studies/Occupation-statistics.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/population-studies/Places-birth-statistics.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/population-studies/Testing-of-childrens-ability-19th-century.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/population-studies/Illegitimates-1871-1880.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/population-studies/Margi-Phillips-Worked-Example.pdf


            Home    Commercial 
 
 
Alum Mining  
 
One of the most fascinating features of the countryside around Ayton is its industrial archaeology, that is, in 
particular, the many remains of the various mining industries which at one time or another provided employment 
within the village. The Jurassic shales and sandstone of Cliff Ridge aind Gribdale contain bands of ironstone, jet and 
alum, as well as the intrusive whinstone. The oldest of these industries is probably alum. 
 

Alum Mining 
 
Great Ayton’s Chemical Industry 

 
  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/alum/Alum-Mining.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/alum/Great-Aytons-Chemical-Industry.pdf


                    Home    Commercial 
 
 
Jet Mining 
(An extract from a chapter of the book “Great Ayton – A History of the Village by Dan O’Sullivan”) 
 
 
Another extractive industry in the area was jet, but much less is known about this because jet mines, although 
numerous, were usually small, and individual mines tended not to acquire names, special characteristics or 
documentary records. During most of the nineteenth century hard jet fetched a good price and it was mined 
extensively both in East Cleveland and along the edge of the moors between Roseberry and Kildale, among other 
places. The mines typically took the form of a series of parallel drifts into the side of a hill, with headings also driven 
at right angles to the original drifts at regular intervals, so that the plan of the mine finally looked like a 
chequerboard, with square pillars of rock left in place as support. The following graphic account of working 
conditions comes from a book on Great Broughton, but applies equally to the Ayton area:  
 

Stripped to the waist, two jet pickmen worked in an opening eight feet wide and seven feet high. Two more men 
wheeled the material out. Since the only light came from candles used by the pickmen, who had to buy their own 
from their wages of 4s. a day, two grooves were cut in the floor to guide the barrows. One was used for entering, 
the other for coming out. On the tip two sorters raked the shale with small-toothed rakes, combing out the 
fragments of jet. Each week a carrier went to Whitby market, having collected jet from several workings. 

  
From the 1870s the importation of Spanish jet reduced the industry’s profitability and at the same time it seems that 
jet jewellery ceased to be quite so fashionable. Today a little jet is still mined round Whitby, but none locally. The 
only remaining signs of the industry are the characteristic series of small spoilheaps dotting the hillsides at regular 
intervals along the same horizontal plane. 
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Agriculture  
 

Enclosure of the Open Fields in 1658 
 
Rig and Furrow 
 
Great Ayton Field Names 
 
Tithe Map Apportionment - Full 
 
Tithe Map Apportionment - Summary 

 
  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/agriculture/Enclosure-of-the-Open-Fields-in-1658.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/agriculture/Rigg-and-furrow.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/agriculture/Great-Ayton-Field-Names-1846.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/agriculture/Tithe-Map-Apportionment-full.PDF
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/agriculture/Tithe-Map-Apportionment-summary.PDF


            Home    Commercial 
 
 
Brick and Tile Making  
(An extract from a chapter of  the book “Great Ayton – A History of the Village by Dan O’Sullivan”) 
 
 
Brick-making, although certainly this was less important in Ayton than in, for instance, Stokesley. Graves (1808) 
mentions that Ayton possessed a brick-and-tile kiln, and the name, Tile Sheds Farm gives a clue as to its location.  
 
This is confirmed by a deed of 1780 by which Thomas Postgate and William Hunter, bricklayer, both of Great Ayton, 
contracted to be partners in the business of the making, burning and selling of bricks and tiles for 30 years. The deed 
specifies that clay was to be taken from two closes called High Bulmer Hill and Low Bulmer Hill, together amounting 
to six acres. Presumably Postgate was the owner of these fields, which lie between the present Newton Road and 
the railway, immediately to the south of Cliff House. A Brick and Tile Yard is marked on the south-west edge of this 
area on the 1856 OS map, but has disappeared by the time the 1894 map was surveyed. Thus the Roseberry estate 
now occupies the site where clay was once dug up and burnt for bricks and tiles.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



            Home    Commercial 
 
 
Cotton 
(An extract from a chapter of the book “Great Ayton – A History of the Village by Dan O’Sullivan”) 
 
In the 1790s there was also a cotton manufactory in the village. James Davison of Great Ayton, cotton manufacturer, 
insured machinery in his cotton mill, plus stock, for £800 in 1795, and again in 1797. We know from the assessments 
for the poor rate that Messrs Davison & Gilbertson paid tax on this mill between 1793 and 1802, and that the mill 
was rented from Nicholas Richardson, who was a wealthy corn merchant and brewer. He died in 1801, so 
presumably the mill was sold then, and Davison ceased to rent it. This was the. mill housed in the building which is 
today part of Ayton school, and it is likely that the new owner, after 1801, was Philip Hesleton, who converted it into 
the linseed oil mill mentioned above. 
 
Apparently there were other places about this time where there was a cotton mill in the middle of a mainly linen-
producing area, such as Nidderdale and Barnsley. It may have been that the cotton yarn was used for mixed cloth, or 
that cotton was more profitable at certain times. Little else has come to light about Davison. According to the land 
tax returns he was living in 1799 in a large house owned by Ann Skottowe. The parish register shows that he had a 
daughter born in 1793, and two cotton weavers appear in the register at about the same time. His partner, James 
Gilbertson, seems to have left the village in 1801, but Davison remains in the assessments until 1803. 
  



            Home    Commercial 
 
 
Inns & Brewing  

 
The document below is based on a presentation given by Paul Jennings of the University of Bradford to the Great 
Ayton Community Archaeology Project on 14 May 2008, and his two published books on the subject: 
 

Brief history of inns, and inns in Great Ayton 
 
Langton House & Carlen Brewery 

  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/inns-and-brewing/Brief-history-of-inns-and-inns-in-Great-Ayton.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/inns-and-brewing/Langton-House.pdf


            Home    Commercial 
 
 
Leather Tanning 
  
Great Ayton was a centre for leather tanning for centuries, with easy access to animal skins, oak bark, and a plentiful 
supply of water. Of all the families involved, the Richardsons are by far the most important. William Richardson had 
a small tanyard in Ayton in the seventeenth century. His descendants went on to establish tanneries at Whitby and 
Newcastle, the latter growing into the major business of E & J Richardson Ltd. The industrial chemist Professor Henry 
Richardson Proctor was an international figure in the application of science to leather tanning. 
 

Leather tanning in Great Ayton 
 
Leather tanning in Great Ayton (Large file - expect short delay) 

  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/leather-tanning/Leather-tanning.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/leather-tanning/History-of-tanning-in-GA.pdf


            Home    Commercial 
 
 
Linen Industry 
 
One very important industry during the 17th and 18th centuries was linen. There is an early reference to a fulling mill 
in the village in 1353, which may have been for scouring and beating the woven pieces of linen cloth, and if so this 
implies that there were already at this date a substantial number of local weavers to supply the cloth. 
 

Linen Industry 
 
Some Notes on Joshua Bowron 

 
  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/linen/Linen-Industry.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/linen/Joshua-Bowron.pdf
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Mills and Milling  
 
Most medieval villages had a mill. Flour was a necessity of life and by building a Manorial mill a Lord of the Manor 
had a reliable source of income. Soke Rights (Thirlage) compelled the villeins to take their grain to the manorial mill 
and the penalties for not doing so were severe. Even the use of hand querns was suppressed during this time. 
The Domesday Book mentions a mill at Stokesley but none within the several Manors which subsequently became 
Great Ayton Parish. Three watermills were, however, presently established. 
 

Great Ayton Mills Introduction 
 
Great Ayton Mills (Large file - expect short delay) 
 
Water Mills of Great Ayton - article by John Harrison 
 
Seed Crushing Information 
 
Ayton Mills - A Case from 1803 

 

 

 

 

  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/mills/Great-Ayton-Mills-Introduction.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/mills/Great-Ayton-Mills.PDF
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/mills/Water-Mills-of-Great-Ayton.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/mills/Seed-Crushing-Information.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/mills/The-Ayton-Mills-a-case-from-1803.pdf
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Railway around Great Ayton                             Ian Pearce        February 2011 
            

The railway lines around Great Ayton were constructed primarily to transport ironstone from Guisborough and 
Rosedale.   

Railways around Great Ayton 

There are links to pages that chronicle how the railway arrived at Ayton, and what effect it had on the village life.  
There are also interviews with Maurice Scarth, the son of the last stationmaster, and with Joan Taylor, who worked 
at the station during the Second World War.  An article by Tom Knox recalls George Scarth, the last stationmaster, as 
does a transcription of a press article by Peter Ridley. 

The Arrival of the North Eastern Railway at Ayton 

Impact of the Railway on Great Ayton 

Last Station Master George Scarth 

Memories from Maurice Scarth 

Memories from Joan Taylor 

Peter Ridley Article "The End of the Family Line" 

  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/railways/Railways.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/railways/Arrival-at-Ayton.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/railways/Impact-on-Ayton.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/railways/Last-Stationmaster-George-Scarth.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/railways/Interview-with-Maurice-Scarth.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/railways/Interview-with-Joan-Taylor.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/railways/Peter-Ridley-Article.pdf
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Shops, Pubs & Restaurants  
 

Great Ayton Shops Overview 

High Street Shops facing the High Green 

High Street Shops near Low Green 

High Street Shops facing the Leven 

Arcade Shops 

Low Green Shops 

Park Square Shops 

Station Road Shops 

Newton Road Shops 

Selective History of Grocers 

 

 

 

 

  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/shops/Great_Ayton_Shops_Overview.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/shops/High_Street_Shops_facing_High_Green.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/shops/High_Street_Shops_Lower.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/shops/High_Street_Shops_Upper.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/shops/Arcade_Shops.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/shops/Low_Green_Shops.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/shops/Park_Square_Shops.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/shops/Station_Road_Shops.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/shops/Newton_Road_Shops.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/shops/A-Selective-History-of-Grocers-in-Great-Ayton.pdf
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Photographs  

Great Ayton Photograph Index linking to Photographs 
(Note that the links to the Photographs work if you are using Excell but not Open Office. To access the photographs 
in this case - see below) 

Captain Cook 
Individuals not linked to Churches, Shops, Schools 
Events - Coronation, Jubilee, Village Fete 
Community - Churches, Clubs & Societies, Public Health, Schools. Sport, WWII 
Village Development - Housing, Scenes, Streets 
Commercial - Agriculture, Leather Tanning, Mining, Railways, Retailing, Transport 

Great Ayton Photograph Index in PDF for printing 
Great Ayton Photograph Index in PDF for printing 

The Great Ayton Photograph archive contains 867 photographs. These have been attached to 8 Wikidot pages as 
below. You can see the list of photographs attached by calling up the page then hitting "Files" near the bottom of 
the page. 

Photographs-1 00000000.jpg - 0aha00cd.jpg Photographs-2 0aha00ce.jpg - 0aha00fp.jpg 

Photographs-3 0aha00fq.jpg - 0aha00jj.jpg Photographs-4 0aha00jk.jpg - 0aha00mn.jpg 

Photographs-5 0aha00mo.jpg - 0aha00ps.jpg Photographs-6 0aha00pt.jpg - 0aha00sv.bmp 

Photographs-7 0aha00sw.bmp - 0aha00vz.jpg Photographs-8 0aha00w0.jpg - 0aha00y9.jpg 

 

Reg Williamson's Great Ayton Photographs (Large file - expect short delay) 

Tamzin Little's Postcard - about 1910 

  

  

http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/photographs/0aha_Photo_Cook.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/photographs/0aha_Photo_Individual.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/photographs/0aha_Photo_Events.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/photographs/0aha_Photo_Community.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/photographs/0aha_Photo_Village_Dev.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/photographs/0aha_Photo_Commercial.xls
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/photographs/0aha_Photo_Full.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/photographs-1
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/photographs-2
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/photographs-3
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/photographs-4
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/photographs-5
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/photographs-6
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/photographs-7
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/photographs-8
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/photographs/Reg-Williamson-Photographs.pdf
http://greatayton.wikidot.com/local--files/photographs/Tamzins-postcard.pdf
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Videos  
 

Great Ayton & Roseberry Topping 

• Great Ayton – Picturesque & Friendly 

• Walk through Great Ayton in 2007 

• Roseberry Topping 

 

Great Ayton Sports 

• Great Ayton Bowls Club 

• Captain Cook Run 

 

The Stream Magazine 

• Carol Morgan - Editor 

• The Stream - Collating, Stapling, Folding, Boxing 

 

Great Ayton Shops, Pubs & Restaurants 

• Bloomarie Florist 

• Edition of You – Photography Shop 

• Heads Hairdressers 

• Great Ayton Library 

• Save Great Ayton Library Meeting 

• The Captain’s Deli 

• Watkins Wright Hairdressers 

• Worthy Pearson Newsagents & Post Office 

Great Ayton Yatton House Society 

• Annual Gala - 2010 

Great Ayton History Presentations 

• Source Material – Alan Bunn 

• Presentations – Dan O’Sullivan 

• Sewerage – Ian Pearce 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U_5JkyOOIdg&list=UUq7kjC0rlz353aFyaDMpvWg&index=43&feature=plcp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVj0AbGDRGU&list=UUq7kjC0rlz353aFyaDMpvWg&index=73&feature=plcp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wb3zeC0ClWE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=py8FPnhjmOs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=paEh48ncQh4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GNODjLpa-J0&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9HeY004aWyg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tzrFEvokr0A
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JX_xXigOJgk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vq6Z5e4bvN4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bx-zPJ0DvbY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LcKoOuWa_fs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jDpKiQSQTUY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4OkrXG9O77k
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xYZZuVpK3YM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LvmNEcUWvww
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nBAOuFVz3As
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PICLDLj7Ws8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AK19dqjLTQ4

